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Welcome to e-news for NEXT 

NEXT is the resource collaborative that specializes in developing the region's fast-growth entrepreneurial sector. 
The mission of NEXT is to create a new culture of entrepreneurship in the region and dramatically increase the 
number and quality of fast-growth, entrepreneurial companies headquartered in our region. NEXT pursues three key 
initiatives to achieve its mission: client services to technology-based entrepreneurs; infrastructure; and 
voice/advocacy.  

For additional information, contact Brenda Laakso at 864-239-3711. 

 

NEXT MEMBER NEWS  

Savoir Technology Foundation,  an Engineering and Technology firm of Greenville, SC, has been awarded a one-
year contract to install and maintain a Nortel Option 11C PBX by Blackbird Technologies of Fayetteville, NC.  

Savoir Technology Foundation specializes in security, wireless, sensors, mobility, voice, surveillance and energy 
solutions.  Savoir Technology Foundation is a Minority and Veteran Owned Business.  
 
CONTACT:  
Savoir Technology Foundation 
Michael Harper, CTO 
303 Morningside Drive 
Greenville, SC 29605 
718.644.0154 
www.hjc-group.com  
mike@hjc-group.com 

Merge, a provider of high-end web sites, announces the launch of a new web site for its client, GoldTech, a software 
developer of retail point-of-Sale and accounting systems.  GoldTech hired Merge to custom develop a web strategy, 
the company’s brand and its new web site.  The GoldTech web site, along with other Merge client’s web sites, can 
also be viewed at www.mergeweb.com. 

About GoldTech – Based in Greenville, SC, GoldTech is a national software developer for quality retail point-of-sale 
and accounting systems.  GoldTech helps retail and accounting operation from one to thousands of locations 
streamline their operations and grow their business through their top-of-the-line software and consulting services. 

Merge has also launched web sites for two upscale real estate communities, Trillium and Chinquapin, private 
communities located in the Blue Ridge mountains of North Carolina. 
   
About Trillium Land Company - Trillium and Chinquapin are alongside the Nantahala National Forest in Cashiers, 
NC. The Highlands/Cashiers area offers a combination of natural beauty and vibrant village life.  These two 
communities provide luxurious home sites and a variety of activities to suit just about any lifestyle. With an award 



winning golf course, natural spa and fitness center, lake activities and much more, there is never a dull moment.   
  

About Merge - Founded in Atlanta, Georgia in 2002 and relocating to Greenville, South Carolina in 2007, Merge has 
established itself as one of the leading web firms in the Southeast. The Merge team uses its web strategy consulting 
to bring business-impacting results to companies in the Upstate. You can visit Merge’s web site at 
www.mergeweb.com . 

CONTACT: 
Merge 
Erin Oliver 
610B South Main Street 
Greenville, SC 29601 
864-248-6172 
erin@mergeweb.com  

PropertyBoss Solutions , a Greenville, SC-based company offering property management software and services, 
announces the addition of Ken Knight as Application Specialist. He is responsible for web development including the 
PropertyBoss web portals, client-hosted sites, and PropertyHost (providing client access to PropertyBoss software 
using a standard web browser). 
 
Knight, an independent consultant for over 20 years, has provided networking, software and web development 
services for customers throughout the United States and Canada, including customers such as Harvard University, 
NASA, Ace Hardware and Kraus Flooring (Orders Inc. based in Greenville, SC).  Knight started programming at the 
age of 14 on a TRS-80 Level II from Radio Shack.  He developed one of the first Integrated Development 
Environments (IDE) for the PERL language.  Most recently, he has developed software and websites in languages 
such as Delphi, PHP, WinDev and WebDev. 
 
CONTACT:  
PropertyBoss Solutions, LLC 
Jo Devon  
(864) 297-7661  
jdevon@propertyboss.com  
 
 

 

NEXT Best Practices Forum Adding a Significant Other - succession planning, b uilding the management 
team.   By invitation only. Monday, October 1, 12:00 – 1:30 p.m., on the top floor of The Lazy Goat at Riverplace.  
Please RSVP by Wednesday, September 26, contacting Ginger McKenzie at 239-3708 or by email: 
gmckenzie@greenvillechamber.org  

SCLaunch!/NEXT Press Conference announcing investme nt in Innegrity -  NEXT entrepreneurs are invited to 
attend at no charge.  Joining us will be community and business leaders from throughout South Carolina.  By 
invitation only.  Thursday, October 4th, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at High Cotton, 550 South Main Street, Greenville.   
Please RSVP by contacting Ginger McKenzie at 239-3708 or by email: gmckenzie@greenvillechamber.org  
 
NEXT Best Practices Forum Managing a sales force . By invitation only. Monday, November 5, 12:00 – 1:30 p.m., 
on the top floor of the The Lazy Goat at Riverplace.  Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 31, contacting Ginger 
McKenzie at 239-3708 or by email: gmckenzie@greenvillechamber.org  
 
FastTrac® GrowthVenture™ What do you get out of FastTrac GrowthVenture? That's easy. Control of your 
business and your life. Graduates of FastTrac GrowthVenture describe the program as one that encourages 
entrepreneurs to streamline their business processes, analyze strengths and shortcomings, and achieve more 
balance in their work and personal lives. By working closely with other entrepreneurs in the intensive, FastTrac 
GrowthVenture environment, you'll interact with a group of people with whom you can share ideas, strategies, and 
successes. You'll also hone business skills that you'll use to shape your business for years to come. FastTrac 
GrowthVenture – Greenville.  Meets Tuesdays for 10 sessions beginning January 08, 2008, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  



Register here . Check the program schedule  to view other locations and dates. 
 
FastTrac® NewVenture™ FastTrac NewVenture is ground zero for anyone interested in starting a business. An 
education program created by entrepreneurs for entrepreneurs, FastTrac NewVenture is designed to help you 
evaluate and perfect your business concept. Taught by seasoned entrepreneurs in your community, FastTrac's 
hands-on program uses your idea as a case study, giving you an opportunity to "workshop" your venture in a safe 
and supportive environment. FastTrac NewVenture is a nine-module, 31.5 hour, program. FastTrac NewVenture –
Greenville.  Meets Thursdays for 10 sessions beginning January 10, 2008, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Register here . Check 
the program schedule  to view other locations and dates. 
 
FastTrac® TechVenture™ What do you get out of FastTrac TechVenture? That's easy. The tools you need to 
advance your technology venture to the next stage of business, whether that is seeking your last round of financing 
before going public, or moving beyond the start-up stage. Graduates of FastTrac TechVenture describe the program 
as one that encourages technology entrepreneurs to determine the economic feasibility of their business concept, 
reevaluate the feasibility of the technology, design a business model that matches a personal vision, and create a 
business plan to communicate the opportunity to investors. FastTrac TechVenture – Columbia (no Greenville 
location listed). Meets Tuesdays for 10 sessions at the University of South Carolina beginning February 12, 2008, 
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  (No class March 1). Register here . Check the program schedule  to view other locations and 
dates. 
 
FastTrac® Listening to Your Business™ Listening to Your Business is a hands-on, facilitated workshop designed 
to provide entrepreneurs and business managers with the critical evaluation tools and action steps they need to 
maximize the growth and profitability of their businesses. This four-hour workshop will take you and a small group of 
fellow entrepreneurs through a four-step evaluation and action process designed to enhance your company's 
performance, now and into the future. More. Check the program schedule  

 

NEXT PARTNER SERVICES and EVENTS 

Technology Round Table Series - Dr. Martine LaBerge, will deliver a lecture "The Future of Medical Device 
Research." - A talk about history and future of medical devices and provide a perspective from the state and how the 
center can impact the field.  Luncheon to be held October 5th, 2007 at 12:00pm, The Lazy Goat, 2nd floor. 
Seating is limited.  To register for this event, call 864-370-3038, or email: priscif@clemson.edu  

 



 
Biomedical Entrepreneurship in Upstate South Caroli na���Join us in Greenville for the 3rd Annual Program on 
"Biomedical Entrepreneurship in Upstate South Carolina", a one day program specifically focused on creating and 
growing biomedical business opportunities. Now in its third year, the meeting has become the annual one stop shop 
to meet and connect with professionals from across the biomedical, clinical, and regulatory industries as well as 
venture capitalists, academics, IP lawyers, and technical entrepreneurs. The event is brought to you by CURF 
(Clemson University Research Foundation) and the Clemson University Department of Bioengineering.  Please 
click here  for program information. The one-day program will be held Friday, October 19th, 2007 at the historic 
Westin Poinsett Hotel in downtown Greenville. For more information visit 
http://www.clemson.edu/curf/biomedical.htm . Due to limited seating, registration forms will not be accepted after 
October 12th. Click on the Word doc to register:  

  
 
Master Panel of Entrepreneurs -  Hear successful entrepreneurs share their experiences.  Some of the most 
successful entrepreneurs in the Carolinas will share their experiences and offer advice as part of a master panel of 
Ernst & Young Carolinas Region Entrepreneur Of The Year winners and Finalists. Held October 23, 2007, 5:30 pm  
at the Gunter Theater. Reception immediately following panel discussions at Larkin's on the River. No Charge.  
Please register for this event at:  http://business.clemson.edu/spiro/mstrPanel.htm           
  
Global Issues Briefing - Dr. Xiaobo Hu, "China - Past, Present and Future".  Held November 9, 2007 at 12:00 noon 
at Larkin's On The River.  To register for this event, call 864-370-3038, or email: priscif@clemson.edu  

Downtown Greenville cultural events : 
 
http://www.greatergreenville.com/visitors/events_ca l_resultsGG.asp?Start_DateM=06&Start_DateD=15&Start _DateY=2007 

For more information on the services of NEXT partner organizations, visit: NEXTGreenville.com  

You received this email because you have expressed interest in NEXT, please join us and get involved.  

  

 
  

�	�
�����
���
�
�������� ���� �
����
���
������������������

���������� !��"�#�

$����
�������%�����	�������������&��
���� here ����������%����
���'��

�

Unsubscribe �(� Manage Subscriptions �(� Update Profile ��

 


